
 

 

Easter Sunday 2019 
Easter is a Time of Proofs 

• An explanation of Why Christians believe that Jesus is who he claimed to be…the Son of God! 

• Video (Lee Strobel) 

 

1 Peter 3:15 

But in your hearts revere Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the 

reason for the hope(that you have. But do this with gentleness and respect.  

• Historical Accounts & Eyewitnesses 

• The Prophesies and the Vast Volume of Manuscripts & Sources 

• Motives of Martyred Disciples 

• But that’s not why I believe… 

Mark 15:39                

When the Roman Centurion who stood facing him saw how he had died, he exclaimed, “Surely this man was the Son 

of God!” 

What did This Man See? 

Most Likely Would have been present for much of the last 24 hours of Jesus’ life. 

1. Betrayal, Arrest, and Mock Trials 
 

o Likely Known About the Betrayal of His Friends, and Peter’s Denial (Luke 22:54-62) 

o Would likely have heard both the mocking and accusatory tones of the chief priest referring to Jesus 

as the “Son of God” (Mark 14:53-65) 

o Would have witnessed the fiasco and corruption of the pseudo-trials (John 18:19-24) 

o Would have heard when Pilate declared him innocent (Matthew 27:11-24; John 19:4) 

o Would have overseen the brutal beating and Scourging of Jesus (Mark 15:15) 

o Would have likely seen and allowed the soldiers in his charge to humiliate Jesus by the beatings, 

mocking, the crown of thorns (John 19:1-3) 

 

2. The Road to the Cross 
 

o Jesus concerned for the women weeping for him… 

“Daughters of Jerusalem, stop weeping for me…weep for yourselves and for your own children…” 

 

3. The Crucifixion Scene 
 

o He Was Used to Screaming, Pleading, Begging, Cursing, Blaming…for hours 

 

o He Heard the People, Religious Leaders & Other Convict Sadistically Mock his pain… 

Mark 15:29-32 

The people passing by shouted abuse, shaking their heads in mockery. “Ha! Look at you now!” they 

yelled at him. “You said you were going to destroy the Temple and rebuild it in three days. 30 Well then, 

save yourself and come down from the cross!” 31 The leading priests and teachers of religious law also 



 

 

mocked Jesus. “He saved others,” they scoffed, “but he can’t save himself! 32 Let this Messiah, this King 

of Israel, come down from the cross so we can see it and believe him!” Even the men who were crucified 

with Jesus ridiculed him. 

Luke 23:39                 

One of the criminals hanging beside him scoffed, “So you’re the Messiah, are you? Prove it by saving 

yourself—and us, too, while you’re at it!” 

 

o He Would Have Seen Jesus’ Incredible Compassion for Others Despite His Own Suffering 

 

▪ The Other Convict 

Luke 23: 40-43                 But 

the other criminal protested, “Don’t you fear God even when you have been sentenced to 

die? 41 We deserve to die for our crimes, but this man hasn’t done anything wrong.” 42 Then he 

said, “Jesus, remember me when you come into your Kingdom.” 43 And Jesus replied, “I assure 

you, today you will be with me in paradise.” 

 

▪ Making Sure His Mother and Closest Friend Were Taken Care Of 

John 19:26-27 
26 When Jesus saw his mother standing there beside the disciple he loved, he said to 

her, “Dear woman, here is your son.”27 And he said to this disciple, “Here is your 

mother.” And from then on this disciple took her into his home. 

 

o He Would Have Heard The Unfathomable Words 

 

▪ Luke 23:34  

Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they don’t know what they are doing.” And the soldiers 

gambled for his clothes by throwing dice. 

 

▪ Never experienced anything like this before… 

 

4. A Willful, Purposeful, Honorable Death 
 

o Darkness & A Powerful Earthquake 

 

John 19:30 “It is finished!” Then he bowed his head and gave up his spirit. 

Luke 23:44,46 

Darkness fell across the whole land… Jesus shouted, “Father, I entrust my spirit into your 

hands!” And with those words he breathed his last. 
 

 When the Roman Centurion… saw how he had died, he exclaimed,                  “Surely 

this man was the Son of God!” 

I love the Empty Tomb…But Like the Centurion, I was convinced long before that… 



 

 

A Love Not of this World…                                 A 

Sacrificial Life…A Life of Everyday, Dying to Self                 Jesus’s Love: 

That’s What Proves to Me Beyond a Shadow of a Doubt That Jesus is the Son of God! 

I am giving you a new commandment: Love each other. Just as I have loved you, you should love each 

other. Your love for one another will prove to the world that you are my disciples.” 

John 13:34-35 


