
 
(8) Old Testament Survey 
 

The United Kingdom Period (1050 – 930 B.C.) 
 
Authorship – Multiple Sources (1 & 2 Samuel, 1 Kings 1-11 and 1 Chronicles) 
 
1 Chronicles 29:29 
29 Now the acts of King David, from first to last, are written in the chronicles of Samuel the seer, in 
the chronicles of Nathan the prophet and in the chronicles of Gad the seer, 30 with all his reign, his 
power, and the circumstances which came on him, on Israel, and on all the kingdoms of the lands. 

 

Samuel: Priest, Prophet, and Judge 
• Samuel is the Last Judge and facilitates the transition of Israel, from a loose coalition of tribes 

unified by social and ethnic ties, and a faith in Yahweh to unite and rise as the strongest nation 
in western Asia.   

 

Israel Wants a King to Be Like the Nations Around Them 
• The Continued and Growing Threat of the Philistines 

• The Aging Samuel and His Wicked Sons 

• The Negative Influence of the Surrounding Canaanite Culture and a Lessening Dependence on God 

Much of the Philistine strength lay in their skill in metallurgy. Whether iron or bronze, their 
weaponry proved more than a match for Israel’s.  The conflict between the two peoples was 
spasmodic for a century or more. By the time of Samuel (ca. 1050 B.C.) the invaders had 
mustered sufficient strength to indulge their lust for conquest. Though probably not numerous 
themselves, they incorporated numbers of Canaanites into their disciplined, well-equipped fighting 
units. When the Philistines finally attacked Israel, they were not to be denied. The Israelites lost 
the initial skirmish and four thousand troops (4:1-4). They then called for the spiritual support of 
the ark of the covenant. They did this perhaps to remind Yahweh who allowed if not caused their 
defeat (v. 3) of His covenant loyalty to them. But the ark served more to spark the Philistines to a 
fever pitch than to bolster the sagging hopes of Israel. Israel lost thirty thousand men, Phinehas 
and Hophni (whose death the man of God had predicted), and the ark (vv. 5-11).  The Philistines, 
however, got more than they bargained for.  When their idol Dagon collapsed before the ark, their 
cities refused to welcome the ark (5:1-10).  An epidemic, apparently bubonic plague, followed.  
The chastened Philistines dispatched the ark to Beth-shemesh in Israelite territory (5:11-6:21). The 
ark remained, after seven months among the Philistines (1 Sam. 6:1) for twenty years (7:2) at 
Kiriath-jearim (where it had been brought from Beth-shemesh).  
 
It was after these crushing defeats from the Philistines that Samuel came into his own as a Judge.  
Like his noble predecessors, Deborah, Barak, Gideon, and Shamgar, he rallied the people to 
repentance (7:3-9). The Lord routed the Philistines at Mizpah, apparently by sending a 
thunderstorm to confuse their troops; the Israelites then recovered confidence in their God and 

 



 

1 Samuel 8:1-22 
 
Israel Demands a King 
And it came about when Samuel was old that he appointed his sons judges over Israel. 2 Now the name of 

his firstborn was Joel, and the name of his second, Abijah; they were judging in Beersheba. 3 His sons, 

however, did not walk in his ways, but turned aside after dishonest gain and took bribes and perverted 

justice. 

4 Then all the elders of Israel gathered together and came to Samuel at Ramah; 5 and they said to him, 

“Behold, you have grown old, and your sons do not walk in your ways. Now appoint a king for us to judge 

us like all the nations.” 6 But the thing was displeasing in the sight of Samuel when they said, “Give us a 

king to judge us.” And Samuel prayed to the Lord. 7 The Lord said to Samuel, “Listen to the voice of the 

people in regard to all that they say to you, for they have not rejected you, but they have rejected Me from 

being king over them. 8 Like all the deeds which they have done since the day that I brought them up from 

Egypt even to this day—in that they have forsaken Me and served other gods—so they are doing to you 

also. 9 Now then, listen to their voice; however, you shall solemnly warn them and tell them of the 

procedure of the king who will reign over them.” 

 
Warning concerning a King 
10 So Samuel spoke all the words of the Lord to the people who had asked of him a king. 11 He said, “This 

will be the procedure of the king who will reign over you: he will take your sons and place them for 

himself in his chariots and among his horsemen and they will run before his chariots. 12 He will appoint 

for himself commanders of thousands and of fifties, and some to do his plowing and to reap his harvest and 

to make his weapons of war and equipment for his chariots. 13 He will also take your daughters for 

perfumers and cooks and bakers. 14 He will take the best of your fields and your vineyards and your olive 

groves and give them to his servants. 15 He will take a tenth of your seed and of your vineyards and give to 

his officers and to his servants. 16 He will also take your male servants and your female servants and your 

best young men and your donkeys and use them for his work. 17 He will take a tenth of your flocks, and 

you yourselves will become his servants. 18 Then you will cry out in that day because of your king whom 

you have chosen for yourselves, but the Lord will not answer you in that day.” 

19 Nevertheless, the people refused to listen to the voice of Samuel, and they said, “No, but there shall be a 

king over us, 20 that we also may be like all the nations, that our king may judge us and go out before us 

and fight our battles.” 21 Now after Samuel had heard all the words of the people, he repeated them in the 

Lord’s hearing. 22 The Lord said to Samuel, “Listen to their voice and appoint them a king.” So Samuel said 

to the men of Israel, “Go every man to his city.” 

both held the Philistines at bay and recaptured much of their lost territory. This passage( 7:3-17), 
which reads like and episode in Judges, is the last glimpse of the old order. Clamor for a king was 
growing…The continued pressure of Philistine opposition called for a new tactic from Israel. 
Neither the aging Samuel nor his irresponsible sons could provide the leadership the times 
demanded. The threat of the highly organized Philistine communities could be answered only in 
kind. Israel needed a king. 

-- The Message, Form, and     
Background of the Old Testament 



 

 
GOD IS KING! – The Transfer from Theocracy to Monarchy 

WARNING Scripture in 
1 Samuel 

FULFILLMENT 

Young men drafted into the 
king's army 

8:11, 12 Whenever Saul saw a 
mighty or brave man he 
took him into his 
service." Samuel 14:52 

Young men to run in front of 
the king's chariots 

8:11 Absalom provided 
himself with a chariot 
and horses and with fifty 
men to run ahead of 
him." 2 Samuel 15:1 

Required labor for the King 8:12-17 Solomon assigned 
laborers to build the 
temple and his palace. 2 
Chronicles 2:17, 18 

Acquiring the best of your 
fields and vineyards 

8:14 Jezebel stole Naboth's 
vineyard. 1 Kings 21:5-
16 

Using the people's property 
for his personal gain 

8:14-16 Solomon gave away 20 
cities to the King of 
Tyre.    1 Kings 9:10-15 

A king will demand a tenth of 
your harvest and flocks 

8:15, 17 Solomon and his son 
taxed the people heavily. 
1 Kings 12:1-16 

 

The First King – Saul 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• Chosen By Man’s Standards (1 Samuel 9:2) 

• Disregard and Disobedience for God (1 Samuel 13,15, 21-22,28) 

• Tormented & Rejected (1 Samuel 16-20) 

Samuel said to Saul, “I will not return with you; for you have rejected the 
word of the LORD, and the Lord has rejected you from being king over 
Israel.” As Samuel turned to go, Saul seized the edge of his robe, and it 
tore. So Samuel said to him, “The LORD has torn the kingdom of Israel 

from you today and has given it to your neighbor, who is better than you.” 
-- 1 Samuel 15:26-28 



• Suicide (1 Samuel 31; 1 Chronicles 10) 

The Golden Age of Israel – King David & King Solomon 
 
 

David  
 
 
 
 
 

• Confined the Philistines and Established Capital City Jerusalem (5:11-25) 

• Religious Reforms (6:1-7:29) 

• Unparalleled Military Success (8:1-14) 

• The Covenant Continued (2 Samuel 7) 

• Political Centralization (8:15-18) 

• Moral Failure and Restoration (11-24) 
 

Solomon 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• The Master Sage (1 Kings 3:5-15; 10:1-13) 

• Merchant ,Statesman, National Wealth (4:7-19; 5:1-18; 9:11; 10:28) 

• Temple Builder (1 Kings 5-8) 

• Many Wives Turn His Heart to Idolatry (11:1-13) 
 

 
The Wisdom Literature of the Golden Age of Israel 

 

Psalms 
 
What's profoundly useful and beautiful about the Psalms is their dedication to the real, and brutally 
honest outpourings of raw emotion.  Although their language at times may seem beautiful and poetic, 
they are also often guttural and passionate in their delivery. They are authentically human songs of 
worship and intense prayer in the experience of life’s many seasons. 
 
 

• Types of Psalms 
 

o Hymns (e.g. 113, 117, 8, 29, 104, 46, 48, 76, etc.) 
▪ General Praise of God 
▪ Celebrate Yahweh’s Kingship 
▪ Songs of Zion 

 
o Laments (e.g. 3, 6, 38, 51, etc.) 

So David reigned over all Israel and David administered justice and equity 
to all his people. – 2 Samuel 8:15 

Then the Lord was angry with Solomon, because his heart had turned 
away form the Lord, the God of Israel, who had…commanded him…,that 

he should not follow other gods, but he did not observe what the Lord 
commanded. – 1 Kings 11:9-10 



▪ Most Common Type (1/3 of Psaltery) 
▪ Complaint, Petition, Call for Vengeance, Confession… 

o Songs of Thanksgiving (e.g. 8, 18, 116, 118, 124) 
▪ Thanks for a Specific Act of Deliverance  

o Royal Psalms (e.g. 2, 18, 20, 21, 45, 72, 89, 101, 132, 144, etc.) 
▪ Concerns the Relationship between God and the King 

o Minor Psalms (e.g. 11, 23, 62, 1, 34, 37, 19, 119, etc.) 
▪ Confidence 
▪ Wisdom 
▪ Torah (Law) 

 

• Psalms of Ascent (120-134) 
 

o Psalms sung by worshippers as they ascended the road to Jerusalem to celebrate the 
festivals (Deuteronomy 16:16). 

o Others suggest they were the Psalms sung by the Levites as they ascended the 15 
steps to minister at the Temple of Jerusalem. 
 

• Messianic Psalms (e.g. 2, 22, 110) 
 
 

Proverbs, Ecclesiastes & Job, and Song of Solomon 
 
Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, and Song of Solomon are  books attributed mostly to Solomon. Job’s author 
is unknown and is considered the oldest book of the Bible. 
 
Proverbs  

o Personification of Wisdom 
o The Ideal of Results As to How One Handles Wisdom 

o Proverbs 3:1-2 
 
Ecclesiastes & Job 

o Ecclesiastes Speaks From the Perspective of “Under the Sun” 
o Both Deal with the Reality of Results Not Always Being Ideal 

o Ecclesiastes 7:15; 1:16-18; 2:12-17 
 
Song of Solomon 

o Celebrates the Joys and Pleasures of Intimate Love 
o Considered by Many to be Messianic in Nature of Christ and His Bride 


