
(6) Wrestling with God          God’s Winning Strategy: The Cross 
 
1 Corinthians 1:18 

For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is 

the power of God. 
  

• What is “the message of the Cross”? 
o An Event? 
o Something that Jesus did to save us? To pay for our sins? 

 

The Main Reasons One Wrestles With God is Because He/She Either: 
(1) Does not understand the message of the Cross; or 

(2) Does not believe the power of the Cross can overcome their circumstances / fears… 

 

Matthew 16:24 

Then Jesus said to his disciples, “If any of you wants to be my follower, you must give up your own way, 

take up your cross, and follow me.” 

 

• We have such a shallow understanding of what this means… 

• The Cross is God’s Winning Strategy: 

o It is the only way for You to truly find life 

o It is the best way to Show Others True Life 
 

The Cross (Suffering) Leads Me to True Life 
“Although the world is full of suffering, it is also full of overcoming it.” – Helen Keller 

 

• Love (1 Corinthians 13:4-8) 

Love is patient, love is kind and is not jealous; love does not brag and is not arrogant,  does not act 

unbecomingly; it does not seek its own, is not provoked, does not take into account a 

wrong suffered,  does not rejoice in unrighteousness, but rejoices with the truth;  bears all things, 

believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things.  Love never fails. 

o The Context of Love is Often Suffering  

o It’s When God’s Unfailing Love is Most Clearly on Display 

 

• Hope-Filled Endurance (James 1:2-4) 

 Consider it all joy, my brethren, when you encounter various trials, knowing that the testing of 

your faith produces endurance. And let endurance have its perfect result, so that you may be perfect 

and complete, lacking in nothing. 

o Peace 

o Contentment 

o Joy 

 

 

 



 

1 Peter 4:12-13 

Dear friends, don’t be surprised at the fiery trials you are going through, as if something strange were 

happening to you.  Instead, be very glad—for these trials make you partners with Christ in his suffering, so 

that you will have the wonderful joy of seeing his glory when it is revealed to all the world. 

Patiently Enduring the Cross (Suffering) Leads Others to True Life  

2 Corinthians 4:7-16 

We now have this light shining in our hearts, but we ourselves are like fragile clay jars containing this great 

treasure. This makes it clear that our great power is from God, not from ourselves. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are pressed on every side by troubles, but we are not crushed. We are perplexed, but not driven to 

despair.  We are hunted down, but never abandoned by God. We get knocked down, but we are not 

destroyed.  Through suffering, our bodies continue to share in the death of Jesus so that the life of Jesus 

may also be seen in our bodies.  

 

• The Broken Places are where God’s Spirit Flows out of us and reaches others… 

o The Power of this cannot be overstated 

▪ Think of the impact/significance of people you’ve witnessed who have carried 

suffering patiently, humbly, cheerfully, faithfully… 

• People are watching… 

• The message of the Cross penetrates the hearts of unbelievers 

o It’s draws them to God in ways no sermon, theology, accomplishment, or argument ever 

could… 

 

Yes, we live under constant danger of death because we serve Jesus, so that the life of Jesus will be evident 

in our dying bodies.  So we live in the face of death, but this has resulted in eternal life for you…. All of this 

is for your benefit. And as God’s grace reaches more and more people, there will be great thanksgiving, and 

God will receive more and more glory. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Stop Wrestling With God and Embrace the Cross 
 

1 Peter 2:20-24 

…When you do what is right and suffer, you patiently endure it, this finds favor with God. For you have 

been called for this purpose, since Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example for you to follow in 

His steps, who committed no sin, nor was any deceit found in His mouth; and while being reviled, He did 

not revile in return; while suffering, He uttered no threats, but kept entrusting Himself to Him who judges 

righteously;  and He Himself bore our sins in His body on the cross, so that we might die to sin and live to 

righteousness; for by His wounds you were healed.  

 


