
To the question of why God would place this heavy burden on anyone, reply may be made that it 
appears to be a universal law of this sin-stricken world that God makes perfect through suffering; that 
redemption is wrought with sacrifice. Through his own broken heart over the conduct o Gomer and the 
realization that his children were actually not his own, Hosea could see God and Israel through tear-
dimmed eyes and a broken heart in an experience not unlike that of the Lord. – Homer Hailey 

(6) Minor Prophets                Hosea 

 

• Hosea: Indicates “Salvation,” “Deliverance,” or “Help.” 

• Though nothing is explicitly mentioned about Hosea’s home, most scholars believe he was a native 

of the Northern Kingdom due to sympathetic understanding of the people, and his keen insight into 

the religious, social, and political conditions of the day. 

• God’s immediate instructions to Hosea was to “go take a wife of prostitution, so that her children 

will be conceived in prostitution…” (Hosea 1:2). The prophet’s unique burden as a was not only to 

receive and convey the Word of the Lord, but also to feel the depths and anguish of God’s broken 

heart over Israel’s infidelity. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Historical Context 

 
Hosea 1:1  

…During the days of Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz and Hezekiah, kings of Judah, and during the    days 

of Jeroboam the son of Joash, king of Israel. 

 

• Directed at the Northern Kingdom in the Indian Summer of Jereboam II’s reign. 

• Most likely a few decades before the destruction of Samaria in 722 (750 B.C.) 

 

Religious 
 

• The Whoredom of Israel in Idolatry (2:2, 5) 

 

“But now bring charges against Israel…for she is no longer my wife, and I am no longer her 

husband. Tell her to remove the prostitute’s makeup from her face and the clothing that exposes her 

breasts.  (She) is a shameless prostitute and became pregnant in a shameful way. She said, ‘I’ll run 

after other lovers and sell myself to them for food and water, for clothing of wool and linen, and for 

olive oil and drinks.’ 
  

o See Also (4:11-13; 8:4; 9:10; 10:1-3; 13:1-2) 

▪ They Gave Themselves to Multiple Lovers Other Than God Their Husband 

• Calf Worship of Jereboam II  

• Baal Worship introduced by Ahab and Jezebel 

 

• Didn’t Try to Know or Have a Relationship with God (4:6; 5:4) 

 

(4:6)  My people are being destroyed because they don’t know me. 



(5:4)  Your deeds won’t let you return to your God. You are a prostitute through and through, 

            and you do not know the Lord. 

 

Moral 
• A Nation in Decay 

(4:1-4) There is no faithfulness or kindness Or knowledge of God in the land. There 
is swearing, deception, murder, stealing and adultery. They employ violence, so 

that bloodshed follows bloodshed. Therefore the land mourns, And everyone who lives in it 

languishes… Yet let no one find fault, and let none offer reproof; For your people are like those 

who contend with the priest. 
 

Political 

• Their Rebellion Against All Authority (7:1-7; 8:4; 13:10) 

o Including Assassinations of Various Kings and Princes 

• Their Dependence on Foreign Alliances Rather than God   

(5:13; 7:11-13; 10:13; 14:3) 

 

Structure: 
Language of Reversal 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Also compare (2:1-13 to 2:14-23)  

 2:2 “She is not my wife, I am not her husband…” 

2:19-20 “I will betroth you to me forever in  

Rigthouessness and Justice … 

In Lovingkindness and 

Compassion…in  

Faithfulness.               

Hosea 1:4-6, 8-9 

 

So Hosea married Gomer, the daughter of 

Diblaim, and she became pregnant and 

gave Hosea a son. 

4 And the Lord said to him, “Name 

him Jezreel; for yet a little while, and I 

will punish the house of Jehu for the 

bloodshed of Jezreel, and I will put an 

end to the kingdom of the house of 

Israel.5 On that day I will break the bow 

of Israel in the valley of Jezreel.” 

6 Then she conceived again and gave birth 

to a daughter. And the Lord said to him, 

“Name her Lo-ruhamah, for I will no 

longer have compassion on the house of 

Israel, that I would ever forgive them…  

 

8 When she had weaned Lo-ruhamah, she 

conceived and gave birth to a 

son.9 And the Lord said, “Name him Lo-

ammi, for you are not My people and I 

am not your God.” 

 

 

Hosea 1:10-11 
 

“Yet the time will come when Israel’s 

people will be like the sands of the 

seashore – too many to count! Then, at 

the place where they were told, ‘You are 

not my people,’ it will be said, ‘You are 

children of the living God.’  

 

Then the people of Judah and Israel will 

unite together. They will choose one 

leader for themselves, and they will 

return from exile together. What a day 

that will be – the day of Jezreel – when 

God will again plant his people in his 

land. 



 

 

 

 

Message & Application 

 

An Intimate Picture of God, His Deep Pain, and Deeper Love 
 

“Hosea invites the reader to feel God’s suffering…” – Richard Alan Fuhr 

 

                           The Pendulum of Intense Emotion 

 
Ferocious Lion          A Lioness Calling 

Tearing Apart           Her Cubs Home 

His Prey           (11:10-11) 

(5:14; 13:7-8) 

 

• A Faithful, Loving, Hurting, Betrayed and Humiliated Husband 

 
(3:1-5) Then the Lord said to me, “Go again, love a woman who is loved by her husband, yet an adulteress, 

even as the Lord loves the sons of Israel, though they turn to other gods and love raisin cakes.” 2 So I bought 

her for myself for fifteen shekels of silver and a homer and a half of barley. 3 Then I said to her, “You 

shall stay with me for many days. You shall not play the harlot, nor shall you have a man; so I will also be 

toward you.” 4 For the sons of Israel will remain for many days without king or prince, without sacrifice 

or sacred pillar and without ephod or household idols. 5 Afterward the sons of Israel will return and seek 

the Lord their God and David their king; and they will come trembling to the Lord and to His goodness in 

the last days. 

 

 

• A Broken-Hearted Father 
 

(11:1-8) “When Israel was a child, I loved him, and I called my son out of Egypt. 2 But the more I called to 

him, the farther he moved from me, offering sacrifices to the images of Baal and burning incense to idols. 3 I 

myself taught Israel how to walk,  leading him along by the hand. But he doesn’t know or even care that it 

was I who took care of him. 4 I led Israel along with my ropes of kindness and love. I lifted the yoke from 

his neck, and I myself stooped to feed him. 5 “But since my people refuse to return to me, they will return 

to Egypt and will be forced to serve Assyria. 6 War will swirl through their cities; their enemies will crash 

through their gates. They will destroy them, trapping them in their own evil plans. 7 For my people are 

determined to desert me. They call me the Most High, but they don’t truly honor me. 

 

8 “Oh, how can I give you up, Israel? 

    How can I let you go? 



How can I destroy you like Admah 

    or demolish you like Zeboiim? 

My heart is torn within me, 

    and my compassion overflows. 

 
See Isaiah 53:5-6,11  

 

God’s Mercy Triumphs Over Judgment (James 2:13) 
 

(14:1-9) 

Return, O Israel, to the Lord your God, 

    for your sins have brought you down. 

2 Bring your confessions, and return to the Lord. 

    Say to him, 

“Forgive all our sins and graciously receive us, 

    so that we may offer you our praises. 

3 Assyria cannot save us, 

    nor can our warhorses. 

Never again will we say to the idols we have made, 

    ‘You are our gods.’ 

No, in you alone 

    do the orphans find mercy.” 

4 The Lord says, 

“Then I will heal you of your faithlessness; 

    my love will know no bounds, 

    for my anger will be gone forever. 

5 I will be to Israel 

    like a refreshing dew from heaven. 

Israel will blossom like the lily; 

    it will send roots deep into the soil 

    like the cedars in Lebanon. 

6 Its branches will spread out like beautiful olive trees, 

    as fragrant as the cedars of Lebanon. 

7 My people will again live under my shade. 

    They will flourish like grain and blossom like grapevines. 

    They will be as fragrant as the wines of Lebanon. 

8 “O Israel, stay away from idols! 

    I am the one who answers your prayers and cares for you. 

I am like a tree that is always green; 

    all your fruit comes from me.” 

9 Let those who are wise understand these things. 

    Let those with discernment listen carefully. 

The paths of the Lord are true and right, 



    and righteous people live by walking in them. 

    But in those paths sinners stumble and fall. 

 

 

 


