
The Kingdom in Parables (5)  
 

    Bad News for the Establishment 
 

Matthew 21:28-32 
28 “But what do you think? A man had two sons, and he came to the first and said, ‘Son, go work 
today in the vineyard.’ 29 And he answered, ‘I will not’; but afterward he regretted it and went. 30 
The man came to the second and said the same thing; and he answered, ‘I will, sir’; but he did not 
go. 31 Which of the two did the will of his father?” They said, “The first.” Jesus said to them, “Truly I 
say to you that the tax collectors and prostitutes will get into the kingdom of God before you. 32 For 
John came to you in the way of righteousness and you did not believe him; but the tax collectors 
and prostitutes did believe him; and you, seeing this, did not even feel remorse afterward so as to 
believe him. 

 
To Whom is Jesus Comparing the First Son? 
 
 
To Whom is Jesus Comparing the Second Son and Why? 
 
 
 
What is the overall point Jesus is making about the Kingdom of God in this parable? 
 
 
 
How does the context of the passage (Gospel Writer Tool) shed light on the real issue(s) Jesus 
is addressing? 
 

• Matthew 21:23-27 
 

o Wrong Focus on _____________ instead of True _____________ 
 

• Matthew 21:33-46 
 

o The Kingdom of God is About ______________  
 

§ Taken and Given (21:43) 
 
Matthew 13:10-12 
10 And the disciples came and said to Him, “Why do You speak to them in parables?”11 Jesus 
answered them, “To you it has been granted to know the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven, but to 
them it has not been granted. 12 For whoever has, to him more shall be given, and he will have an 
abundance; but whoever does not have, even what he has shall be taken away from him.  
 
Matthew 25:29 
29 “For to everyone who has, more shall be given, and he will have an abundance; but from the one 
who does not have, even what he does have shall be taken away. 
 



o You Missed The Main, Foundational Truth of the Kingdom  
  

§ Significance of the Chief Cornerstone Metaphor? 
 
Psalm 118:22  
The stone which the builders rejected Has become the chief corner stone.23 This 
is the Lord’s doing; It is marvelous in our eyes. 

 
 
 

How do these parables apply to us in our  
Modern Church/Religious “Establishment?” 

 
 
 

 


