
(4) Wrestling with God      Higher Thoughts & Higher Ways (2) 

 

Scripture Reading: Kai Graham  

Isaiah 55:8-9 

“For My thoughts are not your thoughts, Nor are your ways My ways,” declares the Lord. “For as the 

heavens are higher than the earth, So are My ways higher than your ways And My thoughts than your 

thoughts.” 

 

1. There Will Always Be Unanswered Questions from Our Perspective. 

2. Unshakable Faith in the Goodness of God Will Always be an Essential Part of the Relationship 

(Abraham & Job). 

 

“The God of the Old Testament is arguably the most unpleasant character in all fiction: jealous and proud of 
it; a petty, unjust, unforgiving control-freak; a vindictive, bloodthirsty ethnic cleanser; a misogynistic, 
homophobic, racist, infanticidal, genocidal, filicidal, pestilential, megalomaniacal, sadomasochistic, 
capriciously malevolent bully.” -- Richard Dawkins, The God Delusion 
 

1. God’s Panoramic View of Life, Death, and Sin 
• God’s Perspective (Biblical Account) Centers on:  

 

o (1) Spiritual Life & Spiritual Death (not the physical) 
 

▪ Genesis 2:17 “…In the day that you eat from it you will surely die.” 
 

▪ Psalm 116:15 Precious in the sight of the Lord Is the death of His saints. 

• My first funeral – I was perplexed until the Holy Spirit gave me a greater 

view into God – the Father’s -- perspective 

• It changed my view of everything… 

 

o (2) Sin’s ETERNAL Catastrophic Results on Individuals & Mankind 

 
▪ Romans 6:23 “For the wages of sin is Death…” 

 

• What does that phrase mean to you? 
• Look at all the heinous evil in the world and you will only begin to see the 

tip of the iceberg of Sin and the harm it has wrought on us all… 

• Genesis 6:5-6 

The Lord observed the extent of human wickedness on the earth, and he 

saw that everything they thought or imagined was consistently and totally 

evil. 6 So the Lord was sorry he had ever made them and put them on the 

earth. It broke his heart. 

 

• God’s Work is Focused on Eternal Redeeming, Restoring, Reclaiming… 



2. The “Judgment” and “Mercy” of God Both Originate in Love 
 

Genesis 6:5-7 The Lord observed the extent of human wickedness on the earth, and he saw that everything 

they thought or imagined was consistently and totally evil. So the Lord was sorry he had ever made them 

and put them on the earth. It broke his heart.  And the Lord said, “I will wipe this human race I have 

created from the face of the earth…” But Noah found favor with the Lord… 

 

The Holy Tension Between Judgment and Mercy 

 

2 Peter 3:9-10 

The Lord isn’t really being slow about his promise, as some people think. No, he is being patient for your 

sake. He does not want anyone to be destroyed, but wants everyone to repent. But the day of the Lord will 

come as unexpectedly as a thief. Then the heavens will pass away with a terrible noise, and the very 

elements themselves will disappear in fire, and the earth and everything on it will be found to deserve 

judgment. 

 

Memorial Day & Veterans Day 

Heroes: Laying Down Their Lives 

Hostages Rescued; Oppressed & Tortured Liberated 

There is Good Worth Fighting For in this World 

“A time to heal; a time to kill….” 
“A time for war; a time for peace” 

“Evil triumphs when good men do nothing…” 
Many who live deserved death and many who have died deserved life… 

Can you give it to them? 

 

3. You Are Not God: Arrogant Presumption or Humble Grappling 
 

Romans 11:33-34, 36 Oh, how great are God’s riches and wisdom and knowledge! How impossible it is for 

us to understand his decisions and his ways!  For who can know the Lord’s thoughts? Who knows enough 

to give him advice? For everything comes from him and exists by his power and is intended for his glory. 

All glory to him forever! Amen. 

• A Difficult Pastor I served under in my past 

o If I can have compassion and understanding on an imperfect man…how much more 

should we humbly recognize the infinite realities we are neither aware of or 

understand when we question/judge Almighty God?! 

o Be careful of your arrogant presumption to call God into account…to imply you 

know better… 

 
Romans 9:20-22 Who are you, a mere human being, to argue with God? Should the thing that was created 

say to the one who created it, “Why have you made me like this?” 21 When a potter makes jars out of clay, 

doesn’t he have a right to use the same lump of clay to make one jar for decoration and another to throw 

garbage into? 22 In the same way, even though God has the right to show his anger and his power, he is very 

patient with those on whom his anger falls, who are destined for destruction.  


