
(4) Old Testament Survey        The Primeval Period 
 

 The Primeval Period 
• Genesis 1-11       
• Creation, the Fall, and The Consequences of Sin 

 
   Creation  Genesis: “In the beginning…” 

 
   Habitats (1-3)  Inhabitants (4-6) 

 
   1) Light & Darkness 4) Sun, Moon, Stars 
   2) Sky & Sea  5) Birds & Fish 
   3) Dry Land   6) Man, Beasts, Creeping     

    7) Sabbath 
The Garden of Eden 
 
1. Eden: The First Temple of God 
 

• God’s Presence (3:8) 
o Same Hebrew Verbal Form (mithallek) Describes God’s Presence in Tabernacle (Lev. 

26:12; Deut. 23:14-15; 2 Sam. 7:6-7). 
• Adam as Priest to “Cultivate” (Serve) and “Keep” (Guard) the Garden (2:15) 

o Exact words used in priestly duties (Num. 3:7-8; 8:25-26; 18:5-6; 1 Chron. 23:32; 
Ezek. 44:14) 

• Eden was on a mountaintop, and so was God’s Temple (Ezek. 28:14,16; Ex. 15:17; Rev. 
21:10) 

• Eden and the Temple Faced the East (Gen. 2:8; Ezek.47:1) 
• Animal Sacrifices for Sin (Gen. 3:21; Leviticus 1-6) 
• Cherubim Guarding Entrance to Eden and on the Veil of the Temple as a Barrier to 

Presence of God (Gen. 3:24; Exodus 26:31; 36:35; 2 Chron. 3:14). 
• Adam’s Job was to Expand Eden and “fill the earth” (Gen. 1:26-28).  That mandate was 

symbolized in the OT Tabernacle, the Temple, and now has come down to us who 
embody the Temple of God on earth as Christians (Eph. 2:20-22). 

 
2. The Covenant with Adam 
 
Hosea 6:7 But like Adam, they transgressed the covenant; there they dealt faithlessly with Me. 
 

6 Elements of the Adamic Covenant (conditional) 
1. Enjoyed Living in the Presence of God (3:8) 
2. Be Fruitful and Mulitiply (1:28) 
3. Dominion Over Animals Through Rule (1:28; 2:19-20) 
4. Man to Cultivate and Keep the Garden (2:15) 
5. Do Not Eat From the Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil (2:16) 
6. Death as Punishment for Disobedience (2:17) 



3. The Two Trees (Genesis 2:8-9) 
 

1. The Tree of Life 
 

2. The Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil 
 

Read Genesis 3:4-7 
 
The Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil is a powerful metaphor for the Law.  Another way 

of saying that is that choosing the Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil is choosing Self-
Rule over God’s Rule. 

 
Sin is Trying to Get Your Needs Met Apart From God. 

 
• Sin is Empowered by Law (1 Cor. 15:56; 2 Cor. 3:6) 

 
• Knowledge makes one full of pride (1 Cor. 8:3). 

 
• God didn’t say “I’ll kill you if you eat of it”– He said “in the day you eat of it you will 

surely die,” He knew it was poison – and that it would cost them “LIFE”. 
 

• Satan tempted Eve because he knew that tree contained the source of his power. 
 

• Found in the Center of the Garden (3:3). 
 
• After they ate of it, their first action was self-inspection – then Fear (3:7-8). 

o Attention on Themselves – Not God 
 

• When Adam and Eve ate of the fruit of this tree, they were destined to perpetuate the 
fruit of the seed they had digested and planted in themselves. 

o Corruption 
o Self-Righteousness 

 
• God promised Eve that there was another seed deposited in her, that in time would bear 

fruit, and crush the seed of the serpent. That seed is Jesus, the Tree of Life (Genesis 
3:15). 
 

• The two trees represent two lineages: 
 

Luke 6:43-44 
For there is no good tree which produces bad fruit, nor, on the other hand, a bad tree which 
produces good fruit. For each tree is known by its own fruit. 
 

• From this point on in the story, the fruit of both seeds begin to emerge through the 
descendants of Adam and Eve. 

 
 
 



 
 
 
The Two Lines of Humanity 
 
CAIN – the line of the wicked/cursed 
 
See Genesis 4:9-24 
 
SETH – the line of the righteous… 
 
Genesis 4:25-26 
25 Adam had relations with his wife again; and she gave birth to a son, and named him Seth, for, 
she said, “God has appointed me another offspring in place of Abel, for Cain killed him.” 26 To Seth, 
to him also a son was born; and he called his name Enosh. Then men began to call upon the 
name of the Lord. 
 
Luke 3:38 …the son of Enosh, the son of Seth, the son of Adam, the son of God. 
 
The Flood 
 

• The Corruption of Sin Spreads Like a Virus (Genesis 6:1-12) 
o “Sons of God” (Angels) and “Daughters of Men” (see 2 Peter 2:4-9; Jude 6) 
o Produced the Nephilim; “Mighty Men of Renown” 
o Nephilim means “giants” or from a Hebrew verb meaning “fall” 
o “every intent of the thoughts of the heart was only evil continually” (6:5) 
o “The earth was corrupt in the sight of God…filled with violence (6:11) 

 
 
The Covenant with Noah 

 
Genesis 6:8, 13, 18 
Noah found grace in the eyes of the Lord. . . . And God said unto Noah, The end of all flesh is come 
before Me; for the earth is filled with violence through them; and, behold, I will destroy them with the 
earth. . . But with thee will establish My covenant. 
 
5 Elements of the Noahic Covenant (conditional & unconditional) 

1. Be Fruitful and Multiply (9:1) 
2. Dominion Over Animals Through Fear (9:2) 
3. Sanctity of Life Blood (9:4-6) 
4. Never Again Destroy the Earth By Flood (9:8-17) 
5. Never Again Curse the Ground (8:21-22) 

 
 
 
 



Table of Nations (Genesis 10) 
 
Genesis 10:32 
These are the families of the sons of Noah, according to their genealogies, by their nations; and out 
of these the nations were separated on the earth after the flood. 
 
Sons of Shem (“Dusky”) – Semitic Peoples  

• Elam (Arabia) 
• Asshur (Assyria) 
• Lud (Lydians) 
• Aram (Aramaic, Armenia, Mesoptamia, Syria) 

 
Sons of Ham (“Black” or “Hot”) -- African Peoples 

• Mizriam (Egypt) 
• Cush (Sudan, Ethiopia) 
• Put (Lybia) 
• Canaan (Several peoples among canaanites) 

 
Sons of Japheth (“Fair”) Indo-European Peoples 

• Javan (Greece, Rom, France, Italy, Spain, Portugese) 
• Magog (Scythia, Russia, Bulgaria, Poland, Croatia, Slovak peoples) 
• Madai (India, Iran, Persian, Afghanistan, Kurdish peoples) 
• Tubal (South of Black Sea) 
• Tiras (Thracia, Germany, Scandanavia, Jutes and Anglo-Saxon peoples) 
• Meshech (Russia) 
• Gomer (Celtic peoples) 

 
The Tower of Babel (11:1-9) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



• Babel is the Hebrew name for Babylon which means “gate of god” (11:4) 
 

• Babel is also similar to the Hebrew word balal which means “to confound or confuse” 
(11:9) 

o Most scholars believe the tower was a Ziggurat. 
o Ziggurats were ancient massive and high structures built in Mesopatmia in the 

form of pyramid stepped terraces.  They were used in religious rites and believed 
to facilitate interaction between human beings and the world of the gods. 
 

• The peoples had become arrogant and their desire to be God resurfaced from the sin in 
the garden (3:4-6). 
 

• God derailed their unified arrogance by counfounding their language and dispersing 
them in groups by creating many languages. 

 
• Babel is the early representation of what will become throughout Scripture the symbol 

the earthly forces that stand against God and His people. 
 
The Four Major Theological Themes of Genesis 
 

1. God as Creator 
2. Man in Covenant with God 
3. The Fall and Catostrophic Devestation of Sin  
4. Hope for Redemption, Restoration , and Reconciliation 

 
It is important to note that these four theological themes can be also be representative to the Bible in 
its entirety. 
 
Homework:  
Read Genesis 12-50  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  


