The Kingdom in Parables (4)
The “Good News” of the Kingdom Revolution
How is This GOOD NEWS?

Matthew 5:48 “Be perfect as your Heavenly Father is perfect” 

Luke 14:33 

“So then, none of you can be My disciple who does not give up all his own possessions.” 

Matthew 18:22

 “I do not say to you, up to seven times, but up to seventy times seven.” 

Matthew 5:38-42
 “You have heard that it was said, ‘AN EYE FOR AN EYE, AND A TOOTH FOR A TOOTH.’ But I say to you, do not resist an evil person; but whoever slaps you on your right cheek, turn the other to him also. If anyone wants to sue you and take your shirt, let him have your coat also. Whoever forces you to go one mile, go with him two. Give to him who asks of you, and do not turn away from him who wants to borrow from you. 
The Parable of the Pharisee and the Publican
Luke 18:9-14 

9 And He also told this parable to some people who trusted in themselves that they were righteous, and viewed others with contempt: 10 “Two men went up into the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector. 11 The Pharisee stood and was praying this to himself: ‘God, I thank You that I am not like other people: swindlers, unjust, adulterers, or even like this tax collector. 12 I fast twice a week; I pay tithes of all that I get.’ 13 But the tax collector, standing some distance away, was even unwilling to lift up his eyes to heaven, but was beating his breast, saying, ‘God, be merciful to me, the sinner!’ 
14 I tell you, this man went to his house justified rather than the other; for everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, but he who humbles himself will be exalted.”
1. Being Right With God No Longer Depends on A Person’s Righteousness

· The Pharisee (Best of Best) & Publican (Tax Collector; Worst of the Worst) Juxtaposed

· Outrageous and Blasphemous

· Obeying the Law was Everything! 
Joshua 1:8

Keep this Book of the Law always on your lips; meditate on it day and night, so that you may be careful to do everything written in it. Then you will be prosperous and successful.
2. We Never Could Measure Up Anyway

Matthew 5:20

For I say to you that unless your righteousness surpasses that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will not enter the kingdom of heaven.”
Clues From the Gospel Writers
· Simple Like a Child (18:17)

 Truly I say to you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of God like a child will not enter it at all.”
· Not “Success,” “Wealth,” or “Status” (18:25-27)
25 For it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God.” 26 They who heard it said, “Then who can be saved?” 27 But He said, “The things that are impossible with people are possible with God.”
3. Humble, Penitent Faith in Jesus Is the Kingdom’s Way Back to God
Various scenes in the Gospels give a good picture of the kind of people who impressed Jesus. A widow who placed her last two cents in the offering. A dishonest tax collector so riddled with anxiety that he climbed a tree to get a better view of Jesus. A nameless, nondescript child. A woman with a string of five unhappy marriages. A blind beggar, An adulteress. A man with leprosy. Strength, good looks, connections, and the competitive instinct may bring a person success in a society like ours, but those very qualities may block entrance to the kingdom of heaven. Dependence, sorrow, repentance, a longing to change—these are the gates to God’s kingdom. – Phillip Yancey
· It’s Jesus’ Righteousness in the Kingdom of God that Saves and Heals
1 Cor. 1:26-31
26 For consider your calling, brethren, that there were not many wise according to the flesh, not many mighty, not many noble; 27 but God has chosen the foolish things of the world to shame the wise, and God has chosen the weak things of the world to shame the things which are strong, 28 and the base things of the world and the despised God has chosen, the things that are not, so that He may nullify the things that are, 29 so that no man may boast before God. 30 But by His doing you are in Christ Jesus, who became to us wisdom from God, and righteousness and sanctification, and redemption, 31 so that, just as it is written, “Let him who boasts, boast in the Lord.”
Philippians 3:9

And may be found in Him, not having a righteousness of my own derived from the Law, but that which is through faith in Christ, the righteousness which comes from God on the basis of faith.
Matthew 21:31-32

“Truly I say to you that the tax collectors and prostitutes will get into the kingdom of God before you. 32 For John came to you in the way of righteousness and you did not believe him; but the tax collectors and prostitutes did believe him; and you, seeing this, did not even feel remorse afterward so as to believe him.
· Jesus is NOT lowering the standards, rather, He shows the impossibility of Man meeting those standards, and so He has provided for a new way for those standards to be met. 
· The King will redeem and save those who would be His subjects, who would humble themselves, repent, and trust Him and what He says about them – So that He could live through them…
