
(25) Filled to Overflow (Prayer)           Wrestling with God: 
          Framing the Question(s)  

My Letter 8/16/19 to Church of the Chimes 
 

Genesis 32:24-31 
Jacob was all alone in the camp, and a man came and wrestled with him until the dawn began to 

break. When the man saw that he would not win the match, he touched Jacob’s hip and wrenched it out of 

its socket. Then the man said, “Let me go, for the dawn is breaking!” 

But Jacob said, “I will not let you go unless you bless me.” “What is your name?” the man asked. 

He replied, “Jacob.” “Your name will no longer be Jacob,” the man told him. “From now on you will be 

called Israel, because you have fought with God and with men and have won.” “Please tell me your name,” 

Jacob said. “Why do you want to know my name?” the man replied. Then he blessed Jacob there. 

Jacob named the place Peniel (which means “face of God”), for he said, “I have seen God face to face, yet 

my life has been spared.”  The sun was rising as Jacob left Peniel, and he was limping because of the injury 

to his hip. 

This Story is a Powerful Picture of the Human Struggle with God 

1. Wrestling with God 

• You Can’t…You MUST NOT… Just Quit 

o “That’s why I don’t read the Old Testament…” 
o That’s why I don’t invite people to church or share my faith…” 

 
• “Work Out Your Salvation with Fear and Trembling” (Philippians 2:12) 

o Fight for it! 

o “The Kingdom of God is like a treasure hidden in a field…” 

o The One Talent Servant – “Lazy & Wicked…” 

 

 

 

 
Abraham * Jacob * Moses * David * The Prophets * Jesus * Peter * Paul * 

 

Since we are surrounded by such a huge crowd of witnesses to the life of faith, let us strip off every weight 

that slows us down, especially the sin that so easily trips us up. And let us run with endurance the race God 

has set before us. We do this by keeping our eyes on Jesus, the champion who initiates and perfects our 

faith. 

(Hebrews 12:1-2) 

 

 

“Struggling with God’s will and offering resistance to what it calls us to can be a bad thing…but it 

can also be a mature form of prayer…”   -- Ronald Rolhieser 



 

2. Wrestling All Through the Night 

 
• The Stronger the Soul/Flesh in Wrestling with God, the More Fruitful the Struggle…the More 

Lasting and True the Blessing… 

 

3. Your Source(s) of Security & Stability Removed 

 
• You Can’t Legitimately Compartmentalize Jesus 

 

o “Exact Representation” of God 
 

Hebrews 1:1-3 

God, after He spoke long ago to the fathers in the prophets in many portions and in many 

ways, in these last days has spoken to us in His Son, whom He appointed heir of all 

things, through whom also He made the world.  And He is the radiance of His glory and 

the exact representation of His nature… 
 

o “Before Abraham, I Am…” (John 8:58) 

 

o “I and the Father are One…” (John 10:30) 

 

• Distorted Perspectives of Reason &  Faith 

 

• “You Don’t Have a Leg to Stand On…” 

 

4. Holding On For the Blessing 
 

1 Timothy 6:12 

Fight the good fight for the true faith! Hold tightly to the eternal life to which God has called you, 

which you have declared so well before many witnesses… 

 

2 Timothy 4:7-8 

I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, and I have remained faithful. And now the prize 

awaits me—the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will give me on the day of 

his return. And the prize is not just for me but for all who eagerly look forward to his appearing. 

 

5. Life with a Limp 

“The sun was rising as Jacob left Peniel, and he was limping because of the injury to his hip…” 

• A Life of Faith, By Definition, Embraces the Framework of Our Struggle and Accepts the 

Inability to See & Understand Everything 



 

Hebrews 11:1 

Faith shows the reality of what we hope for; it is the evidence of things we cannot see. 

 

Ecclesiastes 3:11-12 

I have seen the burden God has placed on us all. Yet God has made everything beautiful for its 

own time. He has planted eternity in the human heart, but even so, people cannot see the whole 

scope of God’s work from beginning to end. 
 

 


