
Filled to Overflow (23)       
Filled to Overflow: Pitfalls of Prayer 

 

Watch Patty Miller’s Testimony 

• The enemy has always confused us with perversions or distortions or God’s good gifts 

o “Did God really say you must not eat the fruit from any of the trees in the garden?” (Gen. 

3:1) 
 

o “If you are the Son of God, jump off! For the Scriptures say, ‘He will order his angels to 
protect you. And they will hold you up with their hands so you won’t even hurt your 
foot on a stone.’” (Matt. 4:6) 

• Prayer is a particularly powerful gift from God that the enemy has surrounded with landmines, 
traps, and pitfalls… 

 

Praying Without Gratitude 

Philippians 4:6-7 

Don’t worry about anything; instead, pray about everything. Tell God what you need, and thank him 

for all he has done. Then you will experience God’s peace, which exceeds anything we can understand. 

His peace will guard your hearts and minds as you live in Christ Jesus. 
 

• Patty’s testimony 

o “Shot up a prayer – But, then when I got home, I focused on the negative…” 

o “Started a downward spiral for the next 35 years…” 

• Her Lasting Victory Came through Thanksgiving & Gratitude  

o “I focused on the characteristics of God…His power…His ability to heal…for an hour 
and a half I focused on God…and I had total peace…” 

 

Praying With an Idol in Your Heart 

Ezekiel 14:3-5 

“Son of man, these men have set up idols in their hearts and put wicked stumbling blocks before their 

faces. Should I let them inquire of me at all? Therefore speak to them and tell them, ‘This is what the 

Sovereign Lord says: When any of the Israelites set up idols in their hearts and put a wicked stumbling 

block before their faces and then go to a prophet, I the Lord will answer them myself in keeping with 

their great idolatry. I will do this to recapture the hearts of the people of Israel, who have all 

deserted me for their idols.’ 

 

• Ask yourself, “What motives or filters am I praying through?” 



o “What do I want more than God’s Will for my life?” 

▪ Brittny’s Struggle 

Praying With or Without Faith  

• Enough or Too Little Faith?? 
 

Mark 9:23 “‘…If you can’?” said Jesus. “Everything is possible for one who believes.” 

 

James 1:5-8 

If any of you lacks wisdom, you should ask God, who gives generously to all without finding fault, and 

it will be given to you. But when you ask, you must believe and not doubt, because the one who doubts 

is like a wave of the sea, blown and tossed by the wind. That person should not expect to receive 

anything from the Lord. Such a person is double-minded and unstable in all they do. 
 

o Sometimes we do struggle with letting go and truly trusting God… 
 

▪ Fear or Anxiety 
▪ Control 
▪ Bitterness 
▪ Blame and Complaint 

 
o But Sometimes the enemy shames us into believing we aren’t trusting God enough – and 

so it’s our fault for this suffering, or loss, or tragedy… 
 

▪ When in fact, we really are trusting God… 
 

• According to His Will 

 

1 John 5:14-15 

This is the confidence we have in approaching God: that if we ask anything according to his will, he 

hears us. And if we know that he hears us—whatever we ask—we know that we have what we asked of 

him. 

 

2 Corinthians 12:7-9                   

So to keep me from becoming proud, I was given a thorn in my flesh, a messenger from Satan to 

torment me and keep me from becoming proud. Three different times I begged the Lord to take it 

away.  Each time he said, “My grace is all you need. My power works best in weakness.” So now I am 

glad to boast about my weaknesses, so that the power of Christ can work through me. 

• It’s often how we walk out our faith WHEN OUR REQUESTS AREN’T GRANTED that have the 

most powerful impact on other’s faith… 

 

• That’s most often when God’s power works best through us… 

 


