
“The prophets’ messages were communicated not only by what they said, but – more 
importantly—by how they said it. The language of the prophets is at once imagery rich 
and aesthetically powerful, adding shock value and new flavor to an old, sometimes stale 
message of covenant enforcement. The prophets were charged with walking God’s 
people out of their spiritual stupor; their words were like a bucket of ice water poured 
over a bleary-eyed people. For all their eccentricity, the prophets were artistic geniuses, 
crafting their words to maximize the effectiveness of their message.” 
 

 

  
10 the mountains saw you and writhed. 

Torrents of water swept by; 

    the deep roared 

    and lifted its waves on high. 
11 Sun and moon stood still in the heavens 

    at the glint of your flying arrows, 

    at the lightning of your flashing spear. 
12 In wrath you strode through the earth 

    and in anger you threshed the nations. 
13 You came out to deliver your people, 

    to save your anointed one. 

You crushed the leader of the land of 

wickedness, 

    you stripped him from head to foot. 
14 With his own spear you pierced his head 

    when his warriors stormed out to scatter 

us, 

gloating as though about to devour 

    the wretched who were in hiding. 
15 You trampled the sea with your horses, 

    churning the great waters. 
 

(2) Minor Prophets     

How to Read the Minor Prophets:  The Language, Imagery, & Thematic Unity of  the 

Book of the Twelve 
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Poetic & Performance 
Habakkuk 3:2-15 

 

Lord, I have heard of your fame;   

   I stand in awe of your deeds, Lord. 

Repeat them in our day, 

    in our time make them known; 

    in wrath remember mercy. 
3 God came from Teman, 

     the Holy One from Mount Paran. 

His glory covered the heavens 

    and his praise filled the earth. 
4 His splendor was like the sunrise; 

    rays flashed from his hand, 

    where his power was hidden. 
5 Plague went before him; 

    pestilence followed his steps. 
6 He stood, and shook the earth; 

    he looked, and made the nations tremble. 

The ancient mountains crumbled 

    and the age-old hills collapsed— 

    but he marches on forever. 
7 I saw the tents of Cushan in distress, 

    the dwellings of Midian in anguish. 
8 Were you angry with the rivers, Lord? 

     Was your wrath against the streams? 

Did you rage against the sea 

    when you rode your horses 

    and your chariots to victory? 
9 You uncovered your bow, 

    you called for many arrows. 

You split the earth with rivers; 



 

 

 

Words of the Twelve 
 

1. Announcements of Judgment 

2. Oracles of Salvation 

3. Calls to Repentance 

 

Rich Imagery & Figures of Speech 
 

Metaphor 
When one thing symbolically represents another. 

 

• For Example in Hosea 

  

God       Israel 

 Jealous Husband (2:12-13)   A Whore/Unfaithful Wife (1:2-9) 

 Frustrated Shepherd (4:16)    Flittering Dove (7:11) 

 Destructive Rot (5:12)    Faulty Bow (7:16) 

 Ferocious Lion (5:14; 13:7-8)   Wayward Donkey (8:9) 

 Healing Physician (6:1-2)    Fruitless Tree (9:16) 

 Doting Parent (11:3-4) 

 Nourishing Dew (14:5) 

 Flourishing Tree (14:8) 

 

 

Hyperbole 
A deliberate exaggeration used to heighten or convey a point. 
 

• Often a pendulum swing from Judgment/Wrath to Restoration/Blessing 

 

Amos 5:18-24 

How terrible it will be for you who want the Lord’s day of judging to come. Why do you want that day to 

come? It will bring darkness for you, not light. 19 It will be like someone who runs from a lion and meets a 

bear, or like someone who goes into his house and puts his hand on the wall, and then is bitten by a snake. 
20 So the Lord’s day of judging will bring darkness, not light; it will be very dark, not light at all. 
21 The Lord says, “I hate and reject your feasts; I cannot stand your religious meetings. 
22 If you offer me burnt offerings and grain offerings, I won’t accept them. You bring your best fellowship 

offerings of fattened cattle, but I will ignore them. 23 Take the noise of your songs away from me! I won’t 

listen to the music of your harps. 24 But let justice flow like a river, and let goodness flow like a never-

ending stream. 

 



 

Amos 9:13 

“The time will come,” says the Lord, “when the grain and grapes will grow faster than they can be 

harvested. Then the terraced vineyards on the hills of Israel will drip with sweet wine! 

 

 

Parallelism 
The practice of balancing lines of poetry through a correspondence of words or ideas. 
 

• Synonymous 

 

Micah 5:10-12 

“I will slaughter your horses 

    and destroy your chariots. 
11 I will tear down your walls 

    and demolish your defenses. 
12 I will put an end to all witchcraft, 

    and there will be no more fortune-tellers. 

 

• Climactic 

 

Amos 3:15 

I will demolish the winter house 

and the summer house; 

the house inlaid with ivory will be destroyed, 

and the great houses will come to an end. 

 

 

Repetition 
It creates cohesion usually with the effect of heightening and intensification. 
 

Amos 4:6-12 

“But I gave you also cleanness of teeth in all your cities And lack of bread in all your places, Yet you 

have not returned to Me,” declares the Lord. 
 

7 “Furthermore, I withheld the rain from you While there were still three months until harvest. 

Then I would send rain on one city And on another city I would not send rain; One part would be rained 

on, While the part not rained on would dry up. 8 “So two or three cities would stagger to another city to 

drink water, But would not be satisfied; Yet you have not returned to Me,” declares the Lord. 
 

9 “I smote you with scorching wind and mildew; And the caterpillar was devouring Your many gardens and 

vineyards, fig trees and olive trees; Yet you have not returned to Me,” declares the Lord. 
 

10 “I sent a plague among you after the manner of Egypt; I slew your young men by the sword along with 

your captured horses, And I made the stench of your camp rise up in your nostrils; 



Yet you have not returned to Me,” declares the Lord. 
11 “I overthrew you, as God overthrew Sodom and Gomorrah, And you were like a firebrand snatched from 

a blaze; Yet you have not returned to Me,” declares the Lord. 
 

12 “Therefore thus I will do to you, O Israel; Because I will do this to you, Prepare to meet your God, O 

Israel.” 

 

 

Irony & Sarcasm 
The use of words to express something other than and especially the opposite of the literal meaning; a sharp 
and often satirical utterance designed to cut or give pain… 
 
Amos 4:1 

Listen to me, you fat cows living in Samaria, you women who oppress the poor and crush the needy, and 

who are always calling to your husbands, “Bring us another drink!” 

 

Jonah 3:4-5 

On the day Jonah entered the city, he shouted to the crowds: “Forty days from now Nineveh will be 

destroyed!” 5 The people of Nineveh believed God’s message, and from the greatest to the least, they 

declared a fast and put on burlap to show their sorrow. 
 

 

Unifying Themes of the Twelve 
 

Israel’s Failure to Repent 

o “Come let us return to the LORD…” (Hosea 6:1) 

o Joel tells the people they must turn to the Lord with all their heart (Joel 2:13) 

o “Seek Yahweh and Live”; “Seek good and not evil so that you may live” 

 (Amos 5:6,14) 

o “Return to Me and I will return to you” (Zech. 1:3; Malachi 3:7) 

 

The Oppression of the Poor & Helpless 

o Social Justice is a prominent theme among the Prophets in (Amos 5:11; 8:5; Micah 3:3, 9-10). 

 

The “Day of the LORD” 

o “Day of the LORD” appears in Joel 1:15; 2:1, 11, 31; 3:14; Amos 5:18, 20; Obadiah 15; 

Zephaniah 1:7, 14. 

o References to the “Day of the Lord” or “the day” or “that day” in the Minor Prophets include 

Zeph. 2:2-3; Hosea 1:5; 2:16, 18; 5:9; Amos 2:16; 3:14; Obadiah 1:12-14; Micah 7:12; Zeph. 

9:16; 14:13, 20-21. 

o It is a day of dark and light; judgement and salvation. 

o It signifies when Yahweh dramatically intervenes in human history. 

o There have many “Day of the LORD” moments in Scripture – all of which build toward that 

final, dreadful, and glorious final Day of the Lord.  

 



The Broken and Restored Covenant 

o The Prophets serve as God’s prosecuting attorneys – indicting Israel and Judah for their 

unfaithfulness to the Covenant. 

o The Prophets also proclaim God’s incredible, continual mercy and faithfulness to the 

covenant despite the unfaithfulness of the people. 

 

The Promise of a New David (King) 

o Messianic Overtones abound in the Book of the Twelve as the Prophets look forward to 

God’s honoring of his covenant promise to raise up a new king from the Davidic dynasty and 

restore peace and blessings to the nations (Hosea 3:5; Amos 9:11-12; Micah 5:2-6; Zechariah 

3:8-10; 6:10-15; 12:8-14; 12:10). 


