
(13) Filled to Overflow       Becoming Mature in God’s Word: 
Reverence & Respect 

 
Scripture Reading:  Proverbs 1:7, 9:10 
 
The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge; Fools despise wisdom and instruction…The fear 
of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom, And the knowledge of the Holy One is understanding. 
 
We Live in a Time When Nothing is Sacred 
 
Everything is ridiculed. Everyone is cruelly critiqued. 
We are a culture of unrestrained pride… 
 
Comedy has become synonymous with mockery. 
The hateful laugh is esteemed high above human dignity. 
Insult, bickering, and cursing is the eloquence of the day. 
 
If dignity is found, it’s quickly killed. 
 
Our youth are encouraged by their teachers, parents, and leaders of society in their irreverence and 
disrespect in: 

• their right to “express themselves”; 
• their stand for “what’s right for them”; 
• their own proud individualism. 

 
It’s no wonder that the Word of God, even among professed Christians, has been put on the 
chopping block…as if it and its author answers to us, or must pass our test of relevance or 
conform to our cultural edits. 
 
Unfortunately, This isn’t a New Thing… 
 
Judges 21:25 “In those days… everyone did what was right in their own eyes.” 
 
Psalm 36:1-4 
Sin whispers to the wicked, deep within their hearts. They have no fear of God at all…in their own 
eyes they flatter themselves so much that they don’t see or hate their own sin…they make no 
attempt to turn from evil. 
 
2 Peter 3:3-4 (MSG) 

First off, you need to know that in the last days, mockers are going to have a heyday. Reducing 
everything to a joke…to the level of their puny feelings, they’ll mock, “So what’s happened to 
the promise of this Jesus and his coming? …Everything’s going on just as it has …Nothing’s 
changed.” 
 

All of these Scriptures preface the posture of peoples’ minds and hearts before imminent judgment.  
They are harbingers of God laying low the proud, and raising up the humble. 



Most Important Tools of Maturing in God’s Word Are  
Reverence and Respect 
 
Isaiah 29:11-13, 14-16 
11 The entire vision will be to you like the words of a sealed book, which when they give it to the one 
who is literate, saying, “Please read this,” he will say, “I cannot, for it is sealed.” 12 Then the book 
will be given to the one who is illiterate, saying, “Please read this.” And he will say, “I cannot 
read.” 13 Then the Lord said, “Because this people draw near with their words And honor Me 
with their lip service, But they remove their hearts far from Me, And their reverence for 
Me consists of tradition learned by rote. 

• “It’s too difficult to understand…” 
• “I’m not a reader…” 
• Hundreds of thousands have died throughout history to have the privilege to see, to read, to 

have the Word of God. 
• Do you revere it’s contents? Do you recognize its pricelessness? 

o If not, ask yourself why?  

I will once again astound these hypocrites with amazing wonders. The wisdom of the wise will 
pass away, and the intelligence of the intelligent will disappear…How foolish can you be?! 
You turn things around! Shall the potter be considered as equal with the clay, That what is 
made would say to its maker, “He did not make me”; Or what is formed say to him who formed it, 
“He has no understanding”? 

• We approach the Word as if it waits for our approval. 
• We have become so enamored with our own perceived wisdom, intelligence, and “research” 
• I hear Christians say things like “I don’t agree with that”…”I don’t think that’s true”…or 

“the bible is homophobic,” or “misogynistic,” “primitive”… ”outdated.” 
• God is not on trial in your play courtroom…where you imagine to be judge of all. 
• IF you are a believer, then the Word of God is the Supreme Authority of Life… 

o Whether you agree with it or not… 
o In Reverence and Respect humbly recognize God as God, and we as His creation. 

 
References from Job 38-39 & 40:1-8; 42:1-6 (Beginnings) 
 
Listen to me Church! 
Do not lose your reverence for God and His Word! 
Do not be wise in your own understanding! 
Do not exalt yourself and your mind as if you were equal or comparable to the Ancient of Days! 
To Mature in the Word of God is to Listen and Obey! 
 
 
 
 
 


