
(1) Minor Prophets     

Introduction & Background of Prophecy &  

the Book of the Twelve 
 

Divine Origins of the Prophetic Institution 
Deuteronomy 18:9-22 
9 “When you enter the land which the Lord your God gives you, you shall not learn to imitate the 

detestable things of those nations. 10 There shall not be found among you anyone who makes his son or his 

daughter pass through the fire, one who uses divination, one who practices witchcraft, or one who 

interprets omens, or a sorcerer, 11 or one who casts a spell, or a medium, or a spiritist, or one who calls up 

the dead. 12 For whoever does these things is detestable to the Lord; and because of these detestable things 

the Lord your God will drive them out before you. 13 You shall be blameless before the Lord your 

God. 14 For those nations, which you shall dispossess, listen to those who practice witchcraft and to 

diviners, but as for you, the Lord your God has not allowed you to do so. 

15 “The Lord your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from among you, from your countrymen, you 

shall listen to him. 16 This is according to all that you asked of the Lord your God in Horeb on the day of the 

assembly, saying, ‘Let me not hear again the voice of the Lord my God, let me not see this great fire 

anymore, or I will die.’ 17 The Lord said to me, ‘They have spoken well. 18 I will raise up a prophet from 

among their countrymen like you, and I will put My words in his mouth, and he shall speak to them all 

that I command him. 19 It shall come about that whoever will not listen to My words which he shall speak 

in My name, I Myself will require it of him. 20 But the prophet who speaks a word presumptuously in My 

name which I have not commanded him to speak, or which he speaks in the name of other gods, that 

prophet shall die.’ 21 You may say in your heart, ‘How will we know the word which the Lord has not 

spoken?’ 22 When a prophet speaks in the name of the Lord, if the thing does not come about or come true, 

that is the thing which the Lord has not spoken. The prophet has spoken it presumptuously; you shall not 

be afraid of him. 

• Prophecy is a Counterpart to the Soothsaying and Divination in Canaan 

• Authentic Prophecy Originates From God  

2 Peter 1:20-21 

But know this first of all, that no prophecy of Scripture is a matter of one’s own 

interpretation,  for no prophecy was ever made by an act of human will, but men moved by the 

Holy Spirit spoke from God. 

 

o The Primary Hebrew Term for Prophet is Nabhi (18:15) 

 

▪  “to bubble forth…” 
▪ “to speak; to announce” 
▪ Synonym for “mouth” (see Exodus 4:15-16) 

 

 

 

 



o The Hebrew Word Describing False Prophecy Ziyd (18:20) 

 

▪ “to boil up…” 
▪ “to act presumptuously” 
▪ See Jeremiah 14:13-14; 28 

  
▪ Compare to Imagery Used By Jesus of the Spirit in the Believer 

 

John 7:37-39 

Now on the last day, the great day of the feast, Jesus stood and cried out, saying, “If anyone is thirsty, let 

him come to Me and drink. He who believes in Me, as the Scripture said, ‘From his innermost being will 

flow rivers of living water.’”  But this He spoke of the Spirit, whom those who believed in Him were to 

receive; for the Spirit was not yet given, because Jesus was not yet glorified. 

 

o The Act of Prophesy is the Direct Result of the Work of the Spirit 

▪ Numbers 11:24-26 (Also See Joel 2:28-29) 

▪ Saul & the Prophets  

• Sometimes Abnormal Behaviors 

1 Sam. 19:20-24 

Then Saul sent messengers to take David, but when they saw the company of the prophets prophesying, 

with Samuel standing and presiding over them, the Spirit of God came upon the messengers of Saul; 

and they also prophesied. 21 When it was told Saul, he sent other messengers, and they also prophesied. So 

Saul sent messengers again the third time, and they also prophesied. 22 Then he himself went to Ramah and 

came as far as the large well that is in Secu; and he asked and said, “Where are Samuel and David?” 

And someone said, “Behold, they are at Naioth in Ramah.” 23 He proceeded there to Naioth in Ramah; 

and the Spirit of God came upon him also, so that he went along prophesying continually until he came to 

Naioth in Ramah. 24 He also stripped off his clothes, and he too prophesied before Samuel and lay 

down naked all that day and all that night. Therefore they say, “Is Saul also among the prophets?” 

 

• The Test of True Prophecy is Fulfillment (18:21-22) 

 

A Prophet’s Function 

• Forth-Tellers 

o The primary role of the prophets was to function as a mouthpiece for God and proclaim His 

message.  Prophets were considered “covenant reinforcement mediators” who reminded the 

people of the covenantal blessings for obedience and the curses for disobedience – often 

communicated through fresh, and sometimes shocking rhetoric. 

• Foretellers 

o The prophets also served in announcing future judgment and blessing, both on contemporary 

and eschatological (end times) levels. 

 



The Book of the Twelve 
 

St. Augustine is believed to be the first to have referred to these twelve prophets as the Minor Prophets. 
The Jews referred to them as the “Book of the Twelve” because they understood them to be a single literary 

work with remarkable literary unity. 

 

• The Mission of the Twelve: 
o To Call People to Repentance of Sin; 

o To Warn People of Judgment if They Would Not Repent; 

o To Offer Hope After Judgement for Those Returning From Exile. 

 

 

 Prophets to Israel Prophets to Judah 

The Assyrian Period 

 
722  

Capture of Samaria 
 

 

Jonah (785-775) 

Amos (760-750) 

Hosea (750—715) 

 

Isaiah (740-681) 

Micah (735-690) 

The Babylonian Period 

 
597 BC  

Capture of Jerusalem 

 Zephaniah (630-620) 

Nahum (630) 

Habakkuk (620) 

Jeremiah (627-580) 

Obadiah (600?) 

Ezekiel (593-570) 

The Persian Period 

 

538 BC  

Cyrus II Decree That the Jews 

Could Return From Exile to 

Jerusalem 

  

Haggai (520) 

Zechariah (520-518) 

Joel (500?) 

Malachi (450-430) 

* Minor Prophets Highlighted 

 

Discussion Questions 
 

1. Why do you think few Christians have even a basic knowledge of the Minor 

Prophets? 

 

2. Do you think these books are relevant today?  Explain. 


